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Orogenic supplies Malaysian

expertise to global oil firms

B By Kamarul Yunus
ahmadk@nstp.com.my

OROGENIC Group of com-
panies may not he a familiar
household name in the cor-
porate world, but this 14-
vear-old Malaysian company
is taking big strides in sup-
plying geoscience and engin-
eering solutions to the giobal
oil and gas industry.

Since ils inception in 1993,
Orogenic has been huilding
up its reputation as an in-
tegraied gevsolution and en-
gineering specialist and is
now recognised as one of the
leading geotechnical spe-
cialists in the industry, with
customers in the likes of Ex-
xonuMobhil, Roval Dutch Shell,
Murpby Qii Corp, Newfield,
Talisman, Amerada Hess
and Petroliam  Nasional
Bhd.

Founder and executive
chairman Ahmad Zivad Elias
said the company has man-
aged to design and build its
own geotechmical marine
drill rig, which will be de-
pioyed to the North Sea,
probably in October this
Year.

Known as the AG-75, be
said this drill rig, the first
purpose-huilt rig for deep-
waler services in Asia, will
cover European and West
African markets.

“We are about.lo sign an

agreement with a UK com- -

pany to establish a joint-ven-
ture survey company for
aclivities in the North Sea,
Europe and West Africa.
*“The UK company has
sipned the agreemenl on
their side, while we will be
signing on our pact soon. We

The company plans to own two vessels by next year to carry out its geotechnical services
activities, says Ahmad Ziyad

expect” a contract of two-
years from this collaboration
with the UK company,” he
said.

He explained that the rigis
designed, built and operated
by Orogenic, which when
completed: will be trans-
ferred to a ship belonging to
the UK company to ply the
North Sea market.

Dubbed as a motion-com-

pensated marine geotech-

nical drill rig, Ahmad Ziyad
said the systern employs the
lalest state-of-the-art design
and technologies put togeth-
er hy a group of highly ex-
perienced engineers f{rom
the Orogenic Group. '

“The fabrication of the rig
has been to the bighest
standards, with strict nen-
destructive testing and load
testing as part of the fah-
rication acceptance testing,
to ensure safe performance
under all anticipated oper-
ating couditions. especially
during deepwaler drilling,”
he said.

In this respect, he said
Orogenic is ready to carry
out any geolechnical activ-
ities in deepwater fields,
either in Malaysian waters
ar overseas.

Throngh the collaboration
with the UK company,

Ahmad Ziyad said Orogen-

ic's subsidiary Asian Geos
Sdn Bhd will provide the
British company with the ofi-
shore geotechnical services.

“Orogenic  Group  will
provide geotechnical drilling
teams of experls to work on
parmer’s vessels in Europe
and engineering support from
Kuala Lumpur,” he said.

Initial working arrange-
ment will cover Europe, the
Atfantic iringe. the Mediter-
ranean and Sakhalin in Rus-
sia,” he said.

Ahmad Ziyad said the
company plans ic own two
vessels by next vear to carry
out its geotechnical services
activilies.

“Currently, we chartered {
the vessels, two at a time Lo
carry out jobs stipulated un-
der contracts awarded lo :
us,” he said. ;

He said the company is <
putling aside more than :
RM30 million as capital ex- ¢
penditure for next year, with ©
the major portion going to &
buy the vessels. N

“It will be a marked in- :
crease. The acquisition of ©

_ vessels is going to contribute -

bigger portfolio of our cap-
ital expenditure,” he said.
The Orogenic Gronp has

- recently acquired an oper- -

ating unit in China.

“The move will position
our hydrographic and geo-
technical survey units more
compelitively in China, mak- -
ing an inroad to China's
growing oil and gas market,”
he said. i

Given such an encouraging *
scenario, he said the com- -
pany is targeting a revenue :
of BM100 million for this ;
year, with a compounded :
growth of 15 per cent. 1

Orogenic provides custon-

- ised solutions through pro- :

active client consultation, :
leveraging technology to -
meet clients’ needs. i

Today, it has inore than 10
subsidiaries, employing .
more than 200 personnel, ©
operating in offices in Malay- -,
sia, Singapore, Indonesia,
Bangladesb and China.

The main operaling com- -
panies under the group are ¢
Orogenic Resources, Asian
Geos, GeoExpro Sdn Bhd, In-
ternational Logging Orogen-
ic Sdn Bhd and Energy Quest '
Sdn Bhd. :




